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gal are exercising every day......         It is a pity that

landlord interests prevailed in the Viceroy's Council, and
the right of transfer was not legalised, but still left to cus-
tom."

He was equally emphatic on the need to protect the
tenancy rights of the raiyats, and he deplored that the exist-
ing law did not accord sufficient protection against un-
scrupulous exploiters. He constantly reverted to this sub-
ject in his official reports, and the then Government fell
compelled to take note of it. In a Government Resolu-
tion in 1895, a reference was made to Romesh Dutt's views
on this subject in the following terms :

"The statement in paragraph 80 that the Tenancy Act
does not give protection to raiyats in respect of theii home-
stead lands and that Zamindars in attempting to oust
raiyats from their fields often secure their ends by turn-
ing them out of their homesteads, is a grave one. The
section of the Tenancy Act which deals with the question
of homesteads, Section 182, has hitherto been supposed
to be an effective security for the rights of raiyats, provid-
ing as it does, that unless a specific local custom or usaga
to the contrary is proved to exist, the homestead land is
subject to the same conditions as the raiyat? agricultural
land. The Commissioner is requested to submit a special
report on the subject, together with such statistics as he
can collect to prove the existence of this abuse. If it does
prevail, and if the law is powerless to stop it, an endeavour
must be made to amend the law."

Still another subject close to Romesh Dutt's heart was
the development of representative institutions, specially at
the village and District levels. Throughout his official
career he tried to influence Government in favour of a
larger measure of local self-government His arguments
were- two-fold. On the one hand, he wanted Indians, spe-